
Summer Reading and Writing AP Literature 

Literature is about life, and I want you to enjoy reading.   Therefore, I am hoping you find this summer 
work enjoyable, meaningful, and relevant. 

The following are three parts of the summer reading/work assignments:  

Part 1: Reading (Due the Monday following our first week of school) 

Read and develop questions for Beowulf.  Annotations are NOT required.  We will be marking the text 
together in class.  Choose from one of the reading assignments below. 

A. Write ten questions that you would like to further explore. With each question, reference a specific 
scene or quote that prompts your question and cite the page number. They can’t all be from the 
beginning of the text.  These questions should not be about plot but rather show deep thought into the 
themes, characterization, or craft of the writer.  Questions can be based on universal themes (click for a 
list).  

or  
B. Choose to focus on how and why any of the following literary elements are used:  

● Portrayal of characters 
● Identify and reflect on the significance of character foils 
● Allusions 
● Symbols and motifs/ recurring details 
● Imagery 
● Foreshadowing 
● Tone/ attitude of the narrators 
● Diction/ syntax and how both are used to create distinctive voices for the characters 
● Theme/ thematic ideas 
● Structure of the novel  

 
Part II: Writing (Due the first day of school) 

As stated earlier, literature is about LIFE.   Therefore, having a broad range of experiences upon which 
one can draw is important to understanding the resonance of many of the works we read.  In preparation, I 
would like for you to broaden your experiences this summer. As part of your summer activities, keep a journal. 
The following items should be in the journal and brought with you on the first day of school. 

Entries for at least two days per week beginning with the first week of June and spread throughout the 
summer.  Write about the experiences you have, the things you are reading both for summer reading and in 
addition to it, your thoughts on important philosophical ideas, current events, and life in general, etc.  The last 
entry will be made in class on the first day of school.  I will be giving you a prompt. You should have 
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fourteen entries (this allows for missed days because it’s summer after all) before our first class, and the 
in-class entry will make for fifteen total. 

● In addition, you should also find two poems that you find particularly enjoyable and/or 
meaningful and write about them in your journal.  These entries will be included in your fifteen 
entries. 

 
What is a journal? 

       As with anything, a journal is what you make of it — the more you put into it, the more benefit you will 
see.  It is your journal and, as long as you are serious about it (and yourself), you will receive full credit for it. 
Hopefully, your journal will be much more (and a little less) than a diary. I am not interested in your daily 
routine or what you had for lunch. If, on the other hand, you wish to record your dreams last night or a rough 
draft of a poem or an interesting quote from a friend, please utilize your journal. Consider buying a bound 
journal.  This journal is a reflection of you, and speaks to the pride you take in what you do. If you wish, you 
might even try constructing your own journal, but you should remember that what you put in the interior of your 
journal is most important. 

Why keep a journal?  

Writing helps to find your writing voice and this takes time and practice.  Writing throughout the 
summer will give you time to begin to figure out your voice. Be yourself when you write. Don’t try to be too 
serious or academic. Be funny. Be sarcastic. Be vulnerable. Be real. Writing is like a muscle; the more you use 
it, the stronger it gets!  

 
 Will I read your journal? 

       I will only read with your permission.  I will, of course, want to read a page or so about each of your 
summer activities and readings, but you are free to photocopy or transcribe these or designate sections of your 
journals as personal.  

  Writing more in your journal will benefit YOU.  There will be a reward later for being diligent in your 
journaling efforts. Writing improves your skill at writing.  Waiting until the end of the summer and then trying 
to go back and “recapture” the days you missed may fill up the pages and give you a certain number of entries. 
It does not fulfill the intent of the assignment, however, nor does it provide you with the kind of writing practice 
that will be beneficial to you during the school year and the Advanced Placement Exam.  Additionally, 
academic integrity is important. As you approach the end of your high school experience, think about what is 
right and ethical. Therefore, keep up with your work rather than trying to recreate it in a hurried manner at the 
end of the summer.  
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Writing is worth the time and effort.  Years from now, you can look back on your journal as 
documentation of an important time in your life and remember the person you are today.   Happy journaling! 

Part III Letter (Due the first day of school) 

Write a letter to me.  Include why you enrolled in this course and what you hope to gain from it. (“My mother 
made me take AP”  will not suffice.)   If you do not plan to take the exam, I expect to see a strong argument as 
to why not. Use what you learned about rhetoric in AP Language and explain why you made the decision to 
accept this extra challenge by working at a college rather than high school level.  

If you need to get in touch with me over the summer, feel free to email me at wlippert@johnpaulchs.org and I’ll 
be happy to answer any questions. Have a great summer, and I’ll see you the first day of your SENIOR year! 

Blessings! 

Mrs. Lippert 

An Important Note regarding Academic Integrity: 

The SJPII Academic Integrity policy will be applied  to these summer assignments.  Submissions  that violate 
the policy will not receive credit.  Please note that Academic Dishonesty is listed under “Some behaviors which 
can result in suspension” in the Parent-Student Handbook. 
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